St. George Serbian Orthodox Church
300 Stryker Avenue, Joliet, IL 60436
Protojerej-stavrofor Aleksandar Bugarin, parish priest
Phone 815 741-1023; Cell 913-558-5031 abugarin@kc.rr.com

Sunday, December 7 - 26th Sunday after Pentecost / Great Martyr Catherine / Velikomucenica Katarina
Epistle Ephisians 5:9-19 Gospel Luke 12:16-21 tone 1st

Srd & 6th hours at 9:40 am; Divine Liturgy at 10 am Church school. Luncheon prepared by the choir and annual assembly at
1 pm in the upper hall of our Social Center.

Thursday, December 11
Vigil / confession at 6 pm

Friday, December 12 - St Mardarije of Liberyville
Divine Liturgy at St Sava Monastery in Libertyville

Saturday, December 13 - Apostle Andrew the First called / Sv apostol Andrej Prvozvani
Fr Aleksandar will be in Quad City, serving Liturgy there in the morning for a small Serb Orthodox community.
Vigil/confession at 5 pm

Sunday, December 14 - 27th Sunday after Pentecost
Epistle Ephisians 6:10-17 Gospel Luke 13:10-17 tone 2nd

3rd & 6th hours at 9:40 am; Divine Liturgy at 10 am Church school. Coffee hour. Kolo sestara annual meeting.

Upcoming Feast days and events:
December 19 - St Nicholas / Sv Nikola

28 - Serbian Mother’s Day / Materice
We are praying especially for: Radovan Jovanovich, Richard Jovanovich, Michelle Honiotes, Stevan Lunich, Steva lacsin,
Sandy Grundy, Nicholas Malinovich, Elizabeth Timotijevic, Kathy Petkovich, Dusan Cvjetkovic, Dan Pyevich, Roger Trizna,
John Radakovich, David Roman, Danny Kovacevich, Russell Johnston, and all others in our parish who are ill, afflicted,
suffering and/or unable to attend services. May Our Lord Jesus Christ Touch Them with His Healing Hand!
Pomens (litany for departed) +Dimitrije Saji¢, given by Velibor Saji¢ and family; +Josephine Orlovich given by Anonymous;
+Sam Orlovich, given by Bill/Kathy Harper & family; +Jeffrey Lockwood, given by Pat Macke & family;
We are entering busy holiday season and also our Orthodox Nativity fast. Let us observe our fast and prepare to confess
and at least once partake the precious Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us find a way to combine our busy life
and our faith and continue to be good Orthodox faithful during the month of December. We can do this but we need a
strong will and obedience. | ask and recommend you to please get one of the Orthodox religious books and finish it during
the Nativity Fast. Fr Aleksandar.
Our St George Bookstore has a variety of amazing Christmas and other appropriate gifts. Orthodox cards, ikons, Slava
items, and other devotional items are available for purchase. Please go downstairs after the liturgy and see if you can find
something for your family and friends.
Reminder: The end of the year is coming up. Please make sure you are up to date with your financial obligations to St
George Church. Orthodox Christian stewardship is a way of life which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and
responsibility before God. A primary goal of Stewardship is to promote spiritual growth and strengthen faith. How much
you are involved in Church life and donate - returning to God what He has blessed you with will be the sign of how spiritual
and strong an Orthodox Christian you are.
In preparation for a joyous Nativity, some Orthodox Serbs plant wheat in a pot on the Feast of St. Barbara, and eat the
cooked and sweetened wheat together with other cooked grains like barley and corn. In some areas this is the tradition on
St. Nicholas. Two Sundays before Nativity is Serbian Mother’s Day - Materice, when children tie their mothers' and
grandmothers' legs together, and in return they get symbolic presents. The same is done with fathers and grandfathers on
the next Sunday. Tying the legs represents the bonds and love in the family before the Feast of the Birth of our Savior.
The 2026 wall calendars are available in the narthex, one per family for free. Every month has a nice Orthodox ikon on it
and if you like it, you can frame it at the end of year, if not you can burn it in your fireplace together with your last year's
badnjak branch, old bulletins, Pentecost wreath or any other sacred item which you have in your home, rather than just
throw it in the trash. You can bring old slava candles to church and burn them. Theophany water should be prayerfully used
during the year and not just saved. By the time new Theophany water comes, you can mix it with the last year's.
Small pocket size 2026 calendars are for sale by the candles. Every family should get one and use it to follow the church
holy days and fasting seasons, and use it when making plans and events. Major holy days are always marked in red ink,
important holy days are in bold ink and every day of the year has at least one or two saints which are commemorated.

The 2026 weekly envelopes are available in the narthex for all families to take home and to use next year. Weekly
donations and offerings are the main source of our church income, and we encourage you all to use the envelopes every
week for your tithes.

Ucnop, upKee y noapyMy ce Hanasu NpoAaBHULLA LIPKBEHUX cTBapU. MpaBoc/iaBHe KHWre, MKOHE, YeCTUTKeE, CBe LLITO Tpeba
3a c/laBy, M OCTaJle BpelHe NPaBOC/IaBHE CTBAPM KOje MOXETe KyNUTK 3a Bac U Balle. Mocne AuTypruje cBpatute Jone u
nornegaTe Wrta uMa.

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord!
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