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From your priest’s desk

Hope and pray you all have a great summer
and enjoy it! Just a reminder to all parents
and grandparents that the church school
enrollment will start next month. You will
get the enrollment forms electronically, plus
the hard copies will be available in the
church basement. Please remember to
enroll your child/children in the church
school program and bring them regularly!
Church school will start on Sunday,
September 14. After the liturgy, there will be
a moleban for the beginning of school and
the introduction classes. We can always use
more teachers and subs. If you would like to
teach, please let me know.

Apostolic fast ends on the Feast of SS Peter
and Paul on July 12 and soon after the
Dormition fast will being on August 14
through the Feast of Dormition, August 28.
This fasting season is very important and
will last only two weeks. Kolo Slava
Dormition- Velika Gospojina, will be
celebrated on Sunday, August 31. We will
prayerfully remember our sisters who
passed away before us and ask God and the
Theotokos for the good health and

President Report-July 2025

prosperity of the living sisters. All ladies
from the parish should become an active
member of the Kolo.

Often we hear the word Christening instead
of Baptism. Here is what we can read about
those two terms: Baptism is the religious
sacrament or ritual of initiation into
Christianity, typically involving the use of
water (sprinkling, pouring, or immersion) to
symbolize purification and the beginning of
a new life in Christ. Christening, on the
other hand, specifically refers to the naming
ceremony where a child is given their
Christian name, often during a baptism
service. Baptism is definitely a much better
word to use since we don't say St John the
Christener but St John the Baptist!

See you all at the Church Picnic and please
offer your help and see Dave Laketa to
volunteer.

I greet you with very sad news with the passing of Genevieve Ostoich, Roseanne Angelovich, and
Dan Prieboy. Devoted parishioners all who were very dedicated to St. George’s for a long, long

time.

Memory Eternal.

In 2 weeks time we once again have our annual picnic at St. Joe’s. I hope to see you all there. We
have the best organizer to run this thing and his name is David Laketa. The profit is used for
continuous improvement of our properties. Although good funds come from the rental of our
Social Center to sustain us day to day, any further funds gathered could, and often do, pay for
major construction and/or repairs. We recently repaired our Stryker Avenue entrance which
reenforced the structure of the pavement as well as filled in a glaring hole. Credit to Phil for

putting the bids together and getting this done.



We have some projects like an expensive fire alarm system upgrade to comply with current
regulations and other smaller to-do list items.

In the meantime, enjoy your summer.
Sincerely,
Dan Dorsey

President

ST GEORGE EXECUTIVE CHURCH SCHOOL BOARD
JULY 2025

We hope everyone is enjoying a peaceful and joyful summer. Here are a few updates from your
St George Church Board.

Improvements and Maintenance
We recently made a change to our lawn care services after assessing several bids. The Board
selected Seasons Landscaping to handle our ground’s maintenance.

In addition, we approved a quote from Premier Asphalt for needed road repairs near the arch
entrance on Stryker Avenue. The work has been completed and looks great.

In Loving Memory

Over the past several weeks, we mourn the loss of three cherished parishioners: Genevieve
Ostoich, Roseanne Angelovich and Daniel Prieboy. Each of them exemplified a deep faith and a
lifelong dedication to St George. Active in numerous church organizations, they consistently
offered their time and talents whenever there was a need. Their absence really leaves a
significant void in our parish community.

May we honor their memory by continuing to serve with the same kind and generous spirit they
faithfully showed. We extend out heartfelt condolences to their families, Kumovi and dear
friends. May their memories be eternal. They shall be deeply missed by all of us at St George.

Serbfest 2025
Mark your calendars for our annual St. George SerbFest taking place on Sunday, July 20th, at St.
Joe's Park, 700 Theodore St, Joliet. The event will run from 12:00pm to 9:00 pm.

SerbFest is our most important fundraiser and helps sustain our parish financially throughout the
year. Your participation is essential!!!!



David Laketa is once again serving as the chairperson. Please reach out to David if you can lend
support in any way. We still need volunteers. David can be reached at 815-263-3842 or
dlaketa@stfrancis.edu

Baked Goods For SerbFest

We will be selling baked goods and pastries at SerbFest. This area makes a substantial profit due
to all the talented bakers in our parish. We need donated homemade pastries, especially any
ethnic items such as potica, cakes, breads, cookies, pies, etc. Since there is no refrigeration at the
park, we ask that you only bring non-refrigerated items or we will have issues with the Health
Department.

Please drop off your bakery items on Saturday, July 19 at the lower level of our Social Center
between 9-11 am. At that time, it will be sliced, packaged and uniformly priced for the next day.
If you cannot be there at that time, please let Elizabeth Laketa (630-247-1341) or David Laketa
(815-263-3842) know in order to make other arrangements.

Many people are allergic to nuts, so if nuts are used in your baking, please indicate that on the
packaging.

If you are only able to bring your bakery items to the picnic on Sunday, they must be packaged
and ready to sell in disposable containers such as Ziploc bags, paper plates or clear clam food
holders. Unfortunately, there will not be any cutting or packaging of baked goods at the event.

Let’s Make This Another Successful SerbFest!

Why Do We Need Morning and Evening Prayers?

Priest Andrei Chizhenko speaks on the healing power of morning and evening prayer
rules.

Recently, His Beatitude Metropolitan Onuphry of Kiev and All Ukraine said interesting
words in one of his sermons. They were about the world trying to enthral a person’s prayer
and dissolve his union with God.

Indeed, the vanity of this vale of life is trying to overwhelm a person and drown him, as the
raging sea did with the Apostle Peter trying to walk on water to Christ. The main thing here
is not to lose the course and keep the direction of the soul towards God. He is always ready
to help.



Satisfying our passions in this chase of material values, effeminacy and comfort, we lose the
most important thing - our union with God, a dialogue with the living God, which is the
“one thing needed”, as the Church Fathers often say repeating the Gospel words.

This becomes especially evident in the example of a Christian’s attitude to morning and
evening prayer rules.
Oh, how very often we do not have any desire to read them! And among the many available

” o«

excuses are: “I'm very tired”, “I want to watch my favourite TV series”, “I need to spend
»” « ” »n

time on social networks”, “I have to chat with my family, friends or relatives”,” I need to
work until late at night”, and so on and so on.

But let us be honest with ourselves and, with God’s help, look below the surface in this
issue. The vanity of earthly life has not only bodily or material properties. Like an octopus,
it penetrates our minds, souls and hearts, poisoning them. The need to be in this bustle for
many hours every day becomes a kind of an addiction, that we can no longer live without.
Roughly speaking, a person may be sitting still, but there is no peace in his soul. His hands
and knees are already “dancing”, trying to run and dive into this commotion. Why is
alcoholism so common? It is because of its “switching” action rapidly inhibiting the mind.
How often do we hear phrases like “I drink to relax” or “I can’t relax any other way” from an
alcoholic? Indeed, this continuous run through the vale of earthly life with its external and
internal vanity is difficult for our psyche to withstand. It results in constant stress and
constant nervous tension.

But there is a much better and safer way out, the way of prayer. From the analogy with the
alcoholics’, our motto could be “I pray to relax”. However, people pray much less than they
drink. Why? Because in drunkenness, you do not need to make any initial effort whereas in
prayer that effort is absolutely necessary. What exactly is that effort?

Making a start of a prayer rule is a rather painful process. One needs to break out of this
endless circle, as if he was pulling a leg out of a swamp. More precisely, it is not a single leg,
but the whole body. God knows how painful and hard it is! It’s like some kind of a surgical
operation amputating you from the world. Your body parts creak and groan like tackle on
an old wooden sailboat. Many parts of you resist prayer. And you're so tired... Ever so tired!
But if you do not give up and continue with the prayer rule, then a miracle happens. It often
happens quite unexpectedly and may be a total surprise for you. Suddenly you feel as if the
sun peeked out through impenetrable leaden clouds. You feel a whole different world. It
may seem to you that you have been saying the prayer absentmindedly, without due
attention, but suddenly one single word opens the door to God for you. Letting you
approach Him, He Himself enters your dwelling. Everything in you suddenly becomes
cleansed, even and “unravelled”. And then the light comes making it feel as if one person
stood up for prayer, and a completely different person finished it.

That is the healing and purifying spiritual effect of the prayer rule! After all, our main task
on this earth is to learn to talk with the living God. Everything else is just water running
away through a leaky sieve, or sand flowing through our fingers.



St George Church School

Church School will start on September 14, 2025. We will meet in the lower level of church after
communion.

Teachers will be:

Nancy Cora - Pre-school and Kindergarten

Gayle Shimek - First thru Fifth Grades

Kathy Petkovich - Sixth thru Twelve Grades

Registration forms will be available, in church, at the end of August.

Any questions please see Gayle Shimek or Father Alek.

Gayle Shimek
Superintendent

Kolo Sestara News

We mourn the passing of two of our members: +Genevieve Ostoich and +Roseanne
Angelovich.
May their memories be eternal.

Kolo sisters are preparing for Serbfest. Several sisters gathered in late June for a pita-
baking gathering in the church hall kitchen. Many thanks to Tana P, Nancy C and her
grandson Luka, Nadine P, Draginja, Kathy P, and Protinica for their pita-making efforts
last week. Thirteen cherry and twelve apple pita are ready for sale. Thanks also to Father
for all his help shopping and cleaning up, and to Nadine O and Susan K for donating
funds to purchase the ingredients.

Please forgive me if I missed someone.

Just a reminder, you don’t need to be a member of Kolo to bake for the festival. All
contributions are welcome!

The refrigerator in Father and Protinica’s home needed to be replaced, as it was over ten
years old and was malfunctioning. After researching numerous options, Father,
Protinica, and the board found a good deal, and Father and Protinica can face these hot
summer days with a bit less stress.

Upcoming events:
e August — Kolo Slava August 31

e September — Cevap Luncheon (date not yet determined)
[ ]






Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I pray that all are enjoying a healthy and relaxing summer thus far. Also, that everyone had a
wonderful 4th of July holiday.

Mita’s has more blessings to share with the the Saint George Church family:

« Theodore Prieboy and Kenna Belle Roberts are engaged! The wedding will be June 20, 2026!
Theodore met Kenna (a proud Texan) at Tulane University and they became engaged this past
December! Looking forward to celebrate, sing, and dance... and Kenna has already mastered
several Kolos!! Congratulations to our great-voice choir member, Theodore, and fiancée Kenna,
and the whole Prieboy family! Ziveli nam mnogaja ljeta!

« Zora Golji¢ graduated with a Bachelor of Science from DePaul University in Chicago. She
majored in Finance and minored in Business Management. And she also just accepted a job
offer, giving her a great opportunity right out of school! Congratulations to Zora and the entire
Golji¢ family! Zivela nam mnogaja ljeta!

« It’s official...The Mitas will be represented in Serbia. Michelle Efatoski, Holly Golji¢, Zora
Golji¢, and Zvezdana Golji¢, as well as former Mitas Melissa Sreckovi¢ and Dan Jovanovich, and
other Jovanovich family members will sing responses as a family choir for liturgy in the Church
of the Holy Nativity in Pirot, Serbia, on Sunday, July 13, 2025. This writer is confident that all
the Jovanovich family members who sing in the choir of angels will participate from Heaven in
this blessed event as well. This is where their grandfather/great-grandfather, +George
Jovanovich, Sr., was baptized in 1887. Ako Bog da, the service will be live-streamed on
Facebook!

In addition to the celebratory news above, Mitas is deeply saddened by the unexpected and
sudden loss of a dear member of the choir family. We extend sincere condolences to lifetime
singers Rebecca Prieboy, Eliya (Abriya) Prieboy, Theodore (Kenna Roberts) Prieboy, and
Matthew Prieboy on the falling asleep in the Lord of their beloved husband and father, +Daniel
Prieboy. +Dan was a dedicated choir supporter, an active member of the entire Church
community, and friend to everyone who had the pleasure of meeting him. May God grant peace
to his family and all his loved ones, may the choir of angels sing him to his rest, and may his
memory be eternal! As always, Mitas welcome all interested singers! Expand your Church family
by singing in the choir! Come to the choir loft and we would be happy to get you started on your
Serbian choir endeavors!

Looking forward to sharing more good news with the parishioners and friends of St. George
Church in future issues of The Serb. Until then...

Musically yours, Holly Golji¢ Reporter, SSS Mita Topalovich

Archimandrite Markell (Pavuk), spiritual father of the
Why Do Our Children Get Out of Kiev Theological Schools, replies.

Control? Once again some people will say that
this monk should mind his own
business, but nowadays it is a crime for



anyone to keep quiet about the following
issue: More and more often, many
parents have begun to complain about
their children becoming uncontrollable
over time. Until the age of 12-14, they
gladly go to the church, they are diligent
and obedient, but as they grow up, they
begin to spend a lot of time on social
media, having fun with friends, getting a
girlfriend or boyfriend, and their
parents’ will does not matter to them at
all. Some of them achieve career success,
and now children grow up very quickly,
so they consider themselves self-
sufficient and do not need any guidance.
The conflict between children and
parents in some families reaches its
highest level: they do not talk at all, and
every word or action of the opposing
party causes irritation, reproaches, and
scandals.

The reasons for such relationships may
vary: lack of parental attention to
children due to their workload at work;
the influence of friends whose authority
becomes higher than that of their
parents; the extremes of strict discipline
on the one hand, when literally every
step of the children is under control, and
on the other hand, the extreme of
excessive liberty when parents indulge
all the whims of their children and
constantly give them complete freedom
in decision-making. Another frequent
cause of conflict between parents and
children is the breakdown of the family.
In this case, the authority of the father
and mother is usually multiplied by zero
in the eyes of the child. The deep
psychological wound that is inflicted on

children as a result of a family
breakdown usually does not heal until
the end of their days.

As we can see, both sides are to blame
for the confrontation between parents
and children, but the greater
responsibility for parenting
shortcomings rests with parents.

Is it possible to correct something over
time? It is almost impossible for people,
but everything is possible for God. First
of all, without expecting any payoff,
parents should take their cross, that is,
they should strive to show their children
not constant reproaches, but love. It
should be expressed not only in gifts,
but also in words of support, praise, and
empathy. All of this may be in vain if
there is no ongoing prayer for their
children, no real church life with an
emphasis not on social service or
pilgrimages to holy places (that is not
out of question, but should be done
judiciously!), but on overcoming their
sins and passions. It should be geared
towards kindling the fire of faith in the
soul of a young man or a girl. If they
have such a light in their hearts, the
children will definitely pay attention to
the commandment of God “Honor thy
father and thy mother: that thy days
may be long upon the land which the
LORD thy God giveth thee.”



St George Serbian Orthodox Church - 2025

Paschal Offerings

$1,000 Anne Kajnovich James
Susan Kljaich

Nick & Helen Malinovich
Mildred Zaloudek

$600 Michael & Nancy Cora

Nadine O’Leary & Josh Potts $550 Connie &
Jerry Kinney

$500 Anonymous
Anonymous

Mirko & Billjana Barbir
Pete & Kathy Petkovich
Steve Malinovich

Brane Planojevic

Gayle Shimek

Sam & Alex Starcevich
Alexandra & Neal Szypulski
$300 Howard & Sandy Grundy
Radoica & Dan Kilgore
Matthew Moses

St George Cultural Club
$250 Josephine Orlovich
Nikola & Ana Colakovic
Zorka & Lupce Grezlovski
Michael & Nadine Keer
Circle of Serbian Sisters
$200 David Dauer

Samantha Dauer

Olga & David Deschamps
Daniel & Vicki Dorsey

Anka Laketa

Scott Lockwood

Dan Kovacevich

Annette O’Leary

Millie O’Leary

Phil & Millie Rowe

Danielle Serdar

Mita Topolovich Choir

$150 Ron Moses

$120 Dragana and Angelo Rizzi
$100 Jack and Christina Book, Jr.
Dusan & Milenka Cvjetkovic
Ryan & Mira Dorsey

Magdelin Enich, in Memory of +George &
+Janice Enich

Zoe Evans

Bosa & David Goodale
Zorka & Lupce Grezlovski
Peter Grubisich

Dragan & Snezana Ivancevic
Yvonne & Robert John
Nancy Jovanovich

Radovan & Darlene Jovanovich
Pat Mancke

Miroljub Miletic

Bob Orlovich

Nadine & Vytas Paukstys



Michael Petkovich

Tana Petrich

Mary Ann & Ernie Pinne

Olga Schumann

Marty & Bill Seemann

Milorad & Deborah Stamenkovich
Dan & Nada Zubic

$75 Fr Alek & Protinica Gordana Bugarin
David Schumann

S50 Jandrija Bjelobaba

Jack & Dollie Book, Sr

Danilo & Connor Dorsey

Erin & Jospeh Eric

Donald Konjevich

Cecelia Marcetich

Suzana Roman & Olga Golubovic
Kirk Stapinski

Stojan Stojanovic Family
Ilija & Nada Trbojevic
Pat & Bill Zakavec

$40 David & Joyce Cora
Kathy & Bill Harper
David Lazic

Goran & Ceca Markovic
$20 Kristijana Bugarin
Zakk Kocoj

Philip Mamlic

Stevan Petkovich

Nikola Radojkovic

Memorials, Slavas and Parastos Donations
April 13, 2024 - July 4, 2025

Memorials

+Roseanne Angelovich

$7,500, given by John Angelovich & Family
$1,000, given by Nick & Helen Malinovich

$1,000, given by Steve Malinovich
$500, given by Mildred O’Leary

$500, given by Nadine O’Leary & Josh Potts

$300, given by Phil & Millie Rowe
$250, given by Annette O’Leary

$250, given by Susan Kiljaich

$150, given by Danielle Serdar

$100, given by John & Bonnie Dauer
$100, given by Sloba & Lilei Vasiljevic
$50, given by Ryan Dorsey

$50, given by Sreta & Annie Janice
$50, given by Donald Konjevich

$50, given by Susan Monson

$50, given by Tana Petrich & Alan Miller
$30, given by Kevin & Meg McEvilly
$30, given by Andrija Milich



$25, given by Paula & Berie Alberico
$25, given by Michael & Nancy Cora
$25, given by Dan & Vicki Dorsey
$25, given by Rodovan & Darlene Jovanovich
$25, given by Anka Laketa

$25, given by Barbara Phelan

$25, given by Rennie Trizna

$25, given by Robert Vuicich

$20, given by Pete & Kathy Petkovich
$20, given by Alex Supica

$20, given by Al Wason

+Thomas Astorino
$200, given by Josephine Orlovich

+Mary Book
$500, given by the Estate of +Mary Book
$100, given by the Estate of +Sophie Anderson

+Genevieve Ostoich

$250, given by the Family of +Genevieve Ostoich
$100, given by John & Bonnie Dauer

$100, given by Nenad & Stephanie Jakovlejevic
$100, given by Nick & Helen Malinovich
$100, given by Danielle Serdar

$100, given by Gayle Shimek

$50, given by Michelle & Terry Bannon

$50, given by Karen & Herman Beck

$50, given by Margaret Conroy

$50, given by Joan Krieger

$50, given by Patricia Manke

$50, given by Steve Malinovich

$50, given by Annette O’Leary

$50, given by Millie O’Leary

$50, given by Tana Petrich & Alan Miller

$50, given by Reenie Trizna

$40, given by Michelle Efatoski & Family

$40, given by Don Lutz

$25, given by Dan & Vicki Dorsey

$25, given by Bill & Kathy Harper

$25, given by Rodovan & Darlene Jovanovich
$25, given by Barbara Phelan

$20, given by Joyce Chirich

$20, given by Rita Davis

$20, given by Annie Holt

$15, given by Mary Biedenstein

$10, given by Charlene Moffett & Rose Opelt

+Natalie Radakovich
$100, given by Donna Isbell
$100, given by Josephine Orlovich

Parastos & Slavas
$100, given by Dan & Vicki Dorsey for +V Rev Father Nedelijko Lunich’s St George Slava
$10, given by the Family for Parastos for +JoAnn Albu

Health and Salvation
$300, given by Pavel Talalaev for the Talalaev Family



Memorials, Health & Salvation, Slava and Parastos received as of July 4, 2025. If there are any corrections, please
contact the financial secretary, Tana Petrich at tjpetrich@gmail.com. Corrections will appear in the next edition of

The Serb.

St George Serbian Orthodox Church of Joliet

$600
Michael & Nancy Cora

$550
Susan Kljaich

$500

Roseanne Angelovich
Nick Malinovich
Steve Malinovich

$250
Sam & Alexandra Starcevich

$200

Howard & Sandy Grundy
Millie O’Leary

Millie & Phillip Rowe
Marty & Bill Seemann
Gayle Shimek

$125
Danielle Serdar

$100

Anonymous

Don & Diane Grubisich
Steva & Draginja Lukin
Annette O’Leary
Josephine Orlovich

Pete & Kathy Petkovich
Ernie & Mary Ann Pinne
Milan & Vladinka Vranjes
Dan & Nada Zubic

$80
Becky & Dan Prieboy

$70

Radovan & Darlene Jovanovich

St George Day Donations

$60
Fr Alek Bugarin & Family
Verica Kovacevic

$50

Milan & Nevenka Cukic
Pat Mancke

Natalie McDonough

Tana Petrich & Alan Miller
Tom & Susan Roach
Velibor & Jelena Sajic
Vladan Todorovic

$40

Justin & Nina Brkich

Gene Denonovich

Nancy Jovanovich

Pam & Tim Lake

Matthew Moses

Eliya & Abriya Prieboy
Simo & Rebecca Starcevich

$30
Chrissy Vercelote

$25

Jack & Dollie Book, Sr
Anka Laketa

Barb Phelan

$20
Anonymous
Peter Grubisich
Markovic Family
Bob Orlovich

$5
Nadine Paukstys



Making Magic for Lifeline

Presented by the 3kolo Group

Featuring the up close & personal street magic of Norman
Basile

Save the Date!!!

When: Sunday, September 21 2025

Where: Serbian Social Center 18855 Stony Island Ave Lansing, IL
60438

12 pm- Appetizers served
1 pm - Luncheon served

It will be a magical afternoon as we join forces to
support Lifeline Chicago in aiding those suffering in
Serbia, Kosovo and Matohija and Republika Srpska

Please contact: Deb Keen 708-439-5971
Patti Weiser 708-373-5176
Danielle Serdar 630-709-7437

Admission $2



PUBLIC INVITED
Come One... Come All! Come Early... Stay Late!
ST. GEORGE SERBFEST
SUNDAY, JULY 20, 2025
Noon to 9 pm
Place:
St. Joe’s Park
700 Theodore Street
Joliet, IL

Musical Entertainment provided by:

DJ Vinko (Serbian Music) — 12-4 pm
Midnight — 5-9 pm
Enjoy Great Food, Drink, Music and Fun
with your Family and Friends!

Featuring a variety of food:

BBQ Lamb, Cevapcici (Serbian Sausage), Pork
Shish-ka-bobs, Hot Dogs, Nachos and Dessert Specialties!

INDOOR BINGO - 1to 5 pm
PRESENTING SPONSORS: Tezak’s Home To Celebrate Life,

D’Arcy Buick GMC, Fazio Insurance,

Zivkovich Law Offices, Absolute Supply, Inc.







