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From your priest’s desk

We are about to enter the final week, Holy Week
before Pascha. The best way to experience the
Holy week of Passion of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ is to attend services, pray and fast.
Please see the schedule of the services and mark
all services you and your family can attend. See
you in church.

On the Feast of feasts - Pascha, the Royal Doors
and other doors on the ikonostas are open and
will remain open all of Bright Week as we
continue to rejoice in the Resurrection and
empty tomb. Have a blessed Holy Week and
glorious Pascha!

When we Orthodox Christians enter church we
light a candle(s) and offer prayers for our
personal needs or that of a family member or
friends. Lighting the candles represent our faith
and hope that God and His saints listen to our
prayers. We also light the candles for the repose
of our family members and friends for their
blessed memory, and peace for their souls. We
light candles also for various services and hold
them in our hands. For memorial service, for
Holy Thursday during the reading of 12 gospels,
Holy Friday for the Lamentation and Burial of
Christ and for the Resurrection Matins Services.
These are very important moments and we offer
the candles together with our faith to God.
Remember the next time you come to church to
light a candle for you and your family. After you
purchase them, go to the sand box and before
you light it and place it in sand, say for whom

you offer and kiss it, light it and then place in
sand, or if bigger candle in a special candle
holder.

Thank you all for the beautiful flowers for Holy
Week and Bright Week. I know our church will
be beautified with them! For any Church Holy
Days and at any time you want to bring cut or
flowers in pots to church please do so. It is an
ancient tradition to bring flowers to church.
Church attendance tends to be much less after
Pascha. For some reason some faithful like to
take a break from attending the worship. This is
not right; continue to praise God, come to
worship, continue with your prayers and receive
the Saving Mystery of Holy Communion. If for
some reason you did not confess during Lent, do
so during the Resurrection season and partake of
the precious Holy Communion.

If you would like to be a steward/paying
member of the church, please see me to obtain
the application form. After you fill it out, return
it to me and your application will go through the
church board meeting.

After that, you will receive a box of weekly
envelopes to use when you come to church. As a
steward or a member in good standing, you can
attend the church meetings, annual assembly and
vote for the members of the church board. The
minimum yearly stewardship is $300. Your
weekly, special Holy Days and other donations
go toward your stewardship.
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SSS

Schedule of Holy and Bright Week Services in St George Serbian Orthodox Church,
Joliet

Holy Week or Passion Week is the week before Pascha during which we commemorate the capture,
suffering, crucifixion, death and burial of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Please attend all the services,
fast, intensify your prayers and read the Gospel about the last days of our Lord before His death on the
cross. Receiving holy communion during Holy Week on Holy Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday and
especially on Pascha is necessary. Pascha is the culmination of Holy Week and the celebration of the Feast
of feasts and victory over sin with the death of our Savior and our resurrection with Him.

On Lazarus Saturday, the Orthodox Church commemorates the miracle of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ when he raised Lazarus from the dead after he had lain in the grave four days. In triumph and
joy the Church bears witness to the power of Christ over death and exalts Him as King before entering
the most solemn week of the year, one that leads the faithful in remembrance of His suffering and death
and concludes with the great and glorious Feast of Pascha.

Saturday, April 4 — Resurrection of Lazarus / Lazarova Subota / Holy Week
Confession at 8:30 am, Divine Liturgy at 9 am
Vigil / Confession at 5 pm

Sunday, April 5 — Entry into Jerusalem of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ / Palm Sunday
Divine Liturgy at 10 am. Procession around the church.
Deanery Lenten vespers at St Simeon church in South Chicago at 6 pm.

Palm Sunday is the commemoration of the Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem following His glorious
miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead.

Monday, April 6
Vigil/confession at 6 pm

Tuesday, April 7 — Annunciation / Blagovesti
Divine Liturgy at 9 am
Bridegroom Matins at 6 pm

Wednesday, April 8
Lenten Hours at 8 am, confession at 8:30 am, Presanctified Liturgy at 9 am
We will watch the movie “Journy to Pascha” in church at 6 pm

Thursday, April 9
Confession at 8:30 am, Vesperal Liturgy of St Basil the Great at 9 am
Matins and reading of 12 gospel lessons at 6 pm



On Thursday of Holy Week four events are commemorated: the washing of the disciples' feet, the
institution of the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist at the Last Supper, the agony in the garden of
Gethsemane, and the betrayal of Christ by Judas.

On Great and Holy Friday, the Orthodox Church commemorates the death of Christ on the Cross. This is
the culmination of the observance of His Passion by which our Lord suffered and died for our sins. This
commemoration begins on Thursday evening with the Matins of Holy Friday and concludes with a
Vespers on Friday afternoon that observes the unnailing of Christ from the Cross and the placement of
His body in the tomb.

Friday, April 10 — Good Friday / Veliki Petak

Royal Hours at 9 am

Vespers, unnailing of Christ Body from the Cross and the placement of His Body in the Tomb at
4 pm

Matins, Lamentation and Burial of Christ at 6 pm

On Great and Holy Saturday, the Orthodox Church commemorates the burial of Christ and His descent
into Hades. It is the day between the Crucifixion of our Lord and His glorious Resurrection. The Matins
of Holy Saturday is conducted on Friday evening, and while many elements of the service represent
mourning at the death and burial of Christ, the service itself is one of watchful expectation

Saturday, April 11 — Holy and blessed Sabbath / Velika Subota
Confession at 8:30 am, Vesperal Liturgy of St Basil the Great at 9 am
Resurrection Matins — Vaskrsno Jutrenje at 11 pm

Hristos Voskrese Christis Risen Hristos Anesti
Sunday, April 12 — Holy Pascha / Vaskrsenje Hristovo / Bright Week
Divine Liturgy at 10 am

Fast free week

Monday, April 13 — Bright Monday
Divine Liturgy at 9 am

Tuesday, April 14 — Bright Tuesday
Divine Liturgy at 9 am

Church Slava Celebration this year will be on the Sunday of the Paralytic, May 3. Slava rite

and traditional dinner in the Social Center. Please mark your calendar!
RESURRGEHON




President’s Report — April, 2026

As | begin my term as president of our great church, | would like to thank everyone for their
belief in me as well as in our entire board that our stewards voted in to continue the legacy of
our Serbian colony here in Joliet. It was nearly 100 years ago that my grandparents became
the first couple to be married in our church on Scott Street before the roof was even
completed. | guess they were trendsetters when it came to the idea of an outdoor

wedding. Their belief in our church carried down to my parents and now to me.

Speaking of carrying out a legacy, we should all take the time to thank Vicki Petrich Dorsey for
her many years of dedicated service to our church, serving on the board as our treasurer for
nearly 40 years until retiring at the completion of her most recent term. MANY, MANY
THANKS!

Also, thanks to my predecessor Dan Dorsey for all the work that he did in leading our church
and overseeing the many large projects that needed to be completed in the past few years so
that our colony can continue to be strong in our community for another 100 years.

As we begin Holy Week, | hope that each of you have had the time to reflect and extend your
time in prayer during this spiritual season. Let us always remember what God and Jesus have
done for us, including what Jesus did as he rode into the city of Jerusalem, the most humbling
thing of washing the feet of the apostles.

Let us all be humble and continue to make our church great as it starts to grow again. Like me,
| am sure that you have noticed the number of both young families and individuals that our
church has welcomed in the past few years. Our church school is thriving again, including
having to add another class. We are also having young men being baptized into our faith. How
great! Glory to God!

In closing, please be sure to mark Sunday, May 3 (church slava) and Sunday, August 2
(Serbfest) on your calendars for these two important events in our church. Be humble and help
with both events, especially for Serbfest, with your time, talents and treasures.

Please never hesitate to reach out to myself or any board member to answer any questions you
may have or thoughts you want to offer on anything related to our church and its continued
success and growth. Our board is committed and dedicated to its well-being.

Happy Easter to all, Hristos Voskrese!

Dave Laketa



ST GEORGE EXECUTIVE CHURCH SCHOOL BOARD
SPRING 2026

We hope everyone is experiencing a spiritually rewarding Lenten Journey. May we all deepen our faith
and strive to live in a way that is more pleasing to God. We are happy to share the following updates on
the life of our parish:

PAST EVENTS

Taco Luncheon — The Church Board sponsored a wonderful Taco Bar in February, spearheaded by Susan
Kljaich. Attendance was excellent, and the meal was enjoyed by all. Thank you to everyone who attended
and a special thanks to Susan for organizing such a successful and welcoming event. Deanery Lenten
Vespers - We recently hosted the Southern Deanery Vespers. It was a blessing to welcome so many
Orthodox faithful from neighboring parishes for prayer and fellowship. Following the service, guests
enjoyed a delicious meal together. We extend thanks to all who prepared and donated food and pastries,
as well as those who helped set-up and clean the hall. We received many kind compliments from our
visiting guests—well done to all!

DONATIONS Approved by the St George Church Board

S500 Christmas donation to St Sava Monastery in Libertyville, IL.

$125 Christmas donation to Nativity of the Mother of God Monastery in New Carlisle, IN.
MEMBER NEWS

We were saddened by the passing of our longtime member, Radovan Jovanovich, who fell asleep in the
Lord on Serbian Christmas. Radovan faithfully supported our parish throughout his life, especially through
his love of music and dedication to the choir. We extend our heartfelt condolences to his entire family
and give thanks for his life and legacy. We warmly welcome our newest members: Michael Goodale,
Theodore Prieboy, and Paula Brkich. We are so glad you are part of our parish family. We also celebrate
the baptism of Chris Satorius, who joined our Orthodox faith in January. Chris has already become
involved by assisting with Sunday School, and we are grateful for his willingness to serve our parish and
support our children.

Do You Have a Skill to Share?

Our parish is blessed with many members who have wonderful talents, skills, and professional trades.
From time to time, projects arise around the church where this expertise may be helpful.

If you have a skill or trade you would be willing to offer or discuss for future parish needs,
please let Father Aleks know. When possible, we would prefer to work with members of our
parish family whom we know and trust.

EASTER PREPARATIONS

Flowers

Parishioners are invited to bring flowers to decorate Christ’'s Tomb. Flowers may be brought on
Thursday evening (4/9) or Friday morning (4/10). The Tomb will be decorated Friday afternoon
prior to Good Friday services at 6:00 PM. Easter lilies are preferred, though all spring flowers
are welcome.

Easter Eggs

Donations of colored Easter eggs for distribution following Paschal Liturgy are appreciated.

Please leave them at the warden’s desk on Easter morning. Thank you for your generosity.



MARK YOUR CALENDARS

May 3 — St George Slava

June 28 — Vidovdan

August 2 — SerbFest at St Joe’s Park

HRISTOS VOSKRESE! VAISTINU VOSKRESE!

4+ 4 ¢+ YOURE INVITED! + + +
ST. GEORGE CHURCH SLAVA CELEBRATION
Sunday, May 3, 2026
Join us as we celebrate our Church Slava &amp; honor our Church Patron Saint!

Divine Liturgy — 10:00 AM
Procession around the church; Slava Ritual

Following the services, all are invited to a Luncheon
in the upper level of the Social Center

No set fee — Your generous donations will be applied toward your 2026

stewardship.
All Are Welcome!

We look forward to celebrating together in faith!



With heartfelt gratitude to each of you for your pomen prayers in memory of
+Radovan Jovanovich. Throughout his ninety years, he has respected and held

dearly many great memories associated with our St George Serbian Orthodox of
Joliet. We are and forever will be appreciative of you.

With sincerity

Darlene Jovanovich & family



Church School

The last Sunday for church school will be May 17th. We will pass out promotion certificates to

all students.
We have one graduate this year, Luka Petkovich is graduating from 8th grade. Congratulations
Luka! How fast the time has gone by!

I want to say a big Thank You to our teachers for their time and commitment each and every
Sunday.
Nancy, Natalie, Chris, Danica (who subed for me when I was unable to come), Kathy and
Sue. Thank you, thank you, thank you!

]
To all, have a Blessed Pascha % # .

Gayle

Cultural Club News

God is helping!

Only a few months ago we were preparing for our annual Saint Sava celebration, and now we are
preparing for the Resurrection of Christ! Looking back on our Saint Sava Day program, I wish to
thank our children, parents, parishioners, teachers, and clergy, for each doing their part to make
our celebration so very special. I especially wish to thank our Kumovi Sue Condon and Michelle
Efatoski for the heartfelt duties they performed so beautifully. With Pascha less than two weeks
away, we are making plans for our annual Egg Hunt and seeking donations of filled plastic eggs.
Anyone wishing to donate candy and eggs for the Egg Hunt may bring them to Church and give



them to any Church school teacher. Our Egg Hunt will take place immediately following Divine

Liturgy on Pascha.

Sunday, May 17th, will mark the last day of Church school for this school year. We appreciate
the efforts of our parents for ensuring that our parish children attend Church school. We also
thank our teachers for their dedication to our Church school program.

Our Saint George the Great Martyr bookstore is open for business every Sunday following
Divine Liturgy. Recently we have restocked Paschal cards and items, as well as a selection of
children’s books. Come to our bookstore and check out our inventory.

Our St. George Cultural Club is always welcome to new members. The cost to join is free and
rewards are great. Our next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 10th, immediately following

Divine Liturgy.
May He help you!
Nancy Cora,

Cultural Club President

The Mystery of Holy Week

Among the more pernicious ideas that
inhabit our contemporary world is the
notion that we are all isolated, independent,
and alone. Even when we gather, we think
of ourselves as but one among many.
Among the most glaring exceptions to this
form of thought, however, are sporting
events. People attend a football game and
declare when it is finished, “We won!” or
“We lost!” We feel genuine joy at the first
and sadness at the second. We do not say,
“They won” (unless we mean the opposing
side). This is not actually strange. Sport has,
from its earliest beginnings, been

a religious experience. That said, it is an
experience that we fail to consider or
understand. It is also a shallow,
meaningless, religion.

The mystery of sport is that we have some
sense not only watching,

but participating in what takes place. The
team’s victory is my victory. The emptiness
of this mystery is that what is being
“participated” in has no substance or true
being. We feel robbed when a referee blows

a call and the game ends with the wrong
winner. At such a moment the emptiness of
the game is revealed. It had no more
meaning than a mistake.

This meditation on sport is a very vacuous
way to get at the notion of true participation
(of which it is but the least shadow). True
participation lies at the heart of all worship
and much else in our lives. A marriage, at its
best, is a participation, a literal sharing in
the life of the other. The language of
Scripture describes a spouse as “bone of my
bone and flesh of my flesh.” What each does
affects the other, both for good and for ill.
The same is true for other relationships to
lesser extents. St. Silouan said, “My brother
is my life.” This participation is the very
nature of love itself. We are commanded to
“love your neighbor as yourself.” There can
be no other form of love.

Scripture describes the knowledge of God as
a participation — it is a sharing in His life.
God can never be the “object” of our love for
He is not an object. Because knowledge of
God is by participation, Christ can say, “This
is eternal life, that they might know Thee...
and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.”
(Jn. 17:3) This, of course, is a great
frustration to atheists who claim that God
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does not exist because they cannot perceive
Him as object. The emptiness of modern life
presumes that there is no participation
anywhere, only life as an object among
objects. Little wonder that modernity
thrives on violence (if people are objects,
then we can do violence without damage to
ourselves).

Participation in the Holy

Our modern mind-set has difficulties with
the long, exhausting services of Orthodox
Holy Week. Each of the services is
something of a liturgical presentation of the
significant events of that day that led up to
the death and resurrection of Christ. They
are also a “deep-dive” into the rich
meanings, both in the events themselves,
but also in hearts of all involved. But more
than this, the services constitute

a participation in the events themselves.
Just as the Holy Eucharist is a
“participation” in the Body and Blood of
Christ (1Cor. 10:16), so the various services
of the Church are a participation in that
which they represent.

St. Paul writes, “I am crucified with Christ,
nevertheless I live.” (Gal. 2:20) The death
and resurrection of Christ are not simply
events that we think about, things that
happened long ago that we think of as
significant. The crucifixion of Christ (to use
but one example) is an event

of eternal reality (as an extension of its
historical character), as well. It is not just
eternal, but reaches out and includes all
things. It is a misunderstanding when
Christians say that “Christ died for me,”
without also saying, “Christ died in me, and
I have died with Him.” St. Paul describes
this as the very nature of Holy Baptism
(Rom. 6:3).

The same mystical link that unites the
sacrament of Holy Baptism and the death of
Christ, is also found in the sacrament of the
Holy Eucharist, and is the mystery that
unites us to Him in all of the services.
Worship has a sacramental character at all
times.

In Holy Week, we do not make an extra
effort merely to engage in liturgical excess.
We extend that which is contained in the
Liturgy of every Sunday morning across the
days of an entire week that we might
concentrate our souls on every detail of that
most holy sacrifice, and in that
concentration, allow ourselves to become
aware of the grace given to us in that holy
union. The services are long because the
days of that week were long. We exhaust
ourselves because He was exhausted. At its
deepest moment, Christ Himself asked if it
were possible for all of this to happen some
other way. Our own doubts and hesitations
are thus sanctified, and participate in the
agony of the Garden. St. Paul gives voice to
our hearts in our longing for participation in
Christ:

“...that I may know Him and the power of
His resurrection, and the fellowship [lit.
“communion”]of His sufferings, being
conformed to His death, if, by any means, I
may attain to the resurrection from the
dead.” (Phil 3:10-11)

Christ gives Himself for us that He might
give Himself in us. We give

ourselves to Him, that we might

be with Him: crucified, buried, risen. It is
our inheritance in the Kingdom.

Good strength in the events of this week!



Kolo Srpskih Sestara

St. George Kolo's post-Christmas Luncheon took place on Saturday, January 24th at 12:00pm at
Al's Steakhouse in Joliet. Kolo members and parishioners in attendance reported having an
enjoyable experience.

The Midwest Diocese KSS Meeting was convened on Saturday, February 7th at 10:30am in the
Camp Building at New Gracanica Monastery. Attendees discussed the upcoming Camp Kickoft
Luncheon scheduled for March 7, as well as other Diocesan events. Important decisions were
made concerning camp activities and future Diocesan celebrations.

The Midwest Diocese KSS Camp Kickoff Luncheon and Fashion Show was held on Saturday,
March 7th at 12:00pm at St. Simeon Mirotocivi Serbian Orthodox Church in Chicago, IL. Each
Kolo has been allocated luncheon and raftle tickets for sale. Notably, Protinica successtully sold
all her tickets following the liturgy held on Sunday, January 18th.

Kolo donated $4,000.00 to the St. Mardarije Spiritual and Cultural Center renovation project at
St. Sava Monastery for use towards kitchen expenses.

On March 15, we celebrated our Anniversary with a potluck luncheon in the lower level of the
church after liturgy. Thank you to everyone who brought delicious Lenten dishes and joined
us to celebrate. Your contributions made the luncheon a memorable occasion for all.

As is our tradition, Kolo will purchase flowers for Holy Week and Easter again this year. We
warmly invite Kolo members and parishioners to donate flowers and dyed eggs for Easter.

3Kolo Lifeline Fundraiser

This year, the annual fundraiser to benefit the Lifeline Humanitarian Organization will be held
on September 13 at the St Archangel Michael Social Center. In Lansing. It is sponsored by the
3 Kolos consisting of St. George Joliet Kolo, Lansing Knjeginja Zorka Kolo and Lansing
Church Kolo. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend as we work to support those most
vulnerable in Serbia, Metohija, Kosovo, and Republika Srpska.

We also wish to extend our heart felt condolences to Darlene and family on the passing of
+Roddie Jovanovich, beloved and long time church member. Also to Millie Rowe and family on

the passing of her brother +Ray Visnevac. May their memories be eternal.

We wish you all a blessed Paschal season.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I pray that all are having a blessed Lenten journey while preparing to celebrate the resurrection of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!



Mitas held our Annual Meeting recently and are looking forward to a more active 2026 for the
choir! Congratulations to the “new” officers, who are actually the same as last year! All the officers
are dedicated and life-long choir singers. They are:

Simo Starcevich, President

Stephanie Jakovljevi¢, 1st Vice President
Nina Brkich, 2nd Vice President

Christina Vercelote, Corresponding Secretary
Darlene Jovanovich, Recording Secretary
Nancy Cora, Treasurer

Holly Golji¢, Reporter

Suzanne Condon, Sunshine

Alexandra Starcevich, Librarian

We are looking forward to more activity for the rest of this year. Including, God willing, a concert
in the fall.

Even with the enthusiasm within the choir, the year of 2026 did not begin easily for Mitas. We
extend our sincere condolences and prayers to the Jovanovich family on the falling asleep in the
Lord of TRadovan Jovanovich. Life-long singer, tRadovan “Roddie” Jovanovich, fell asleep in
the Lord on his favorite holiday, Bozi¢. fRoddie grew up singing in choir alongside his four
siblings, who all preceded him in passing. He was a staple in the bass section, delighting all with
his rich tone, strong voice, kind heart, and great sense of humor! He and his beloved wife Darlene
raised all three of their daughters to be faithful Orthodox Christians and to sing their praises to
God. They, in turn, have raised their children in the same way! What a blessing to sing with your
family in choir! In addition to his beloved wife, Darlene, TRoddie is the father of Mitas singers
Alexandra Starcevich (director), Rebecca Prieboy, and Christina Vercelote. Also, Deda to Mitas
singers Natalya Lesnicki, Simo Star¢evich, Nina Brkich, Eliya Prieboy, (former singer) Theodore
Prieboy, Matthew Prieboy, Niko Vercelote, and Maria Vercelote, as well as Deda-in-law to singers
Becca Starcevich, Justin Brkich, and Abriya Prieboy. He also has nieces, grandnieces, and kumovi
who are singers in Mitas. Ofcourse, his Mitas choir sang TRoddie to his rest to join the choir of
angels. As we approach Pascha, I am confident we will all be able to hear dear TRoddie’s voice
singing along in Church! Vje¢naja pamjat!

As always, Mitas welcomes all interested singers! Looking ahead to the Church’s centennial in a
couple of short years, it would be quite a blessing to have 50+ singers perform for this grand
anniversary! Expand your Church family by singing in the choir! Come to the choir loft and we
would be happy to get you started on your Serbian choir endeavors!



Looking forward to celebrating the resurrection of the Lord, Jesus Christ, with the parishioners
and friends of St. George Serbian Orthodox Church. Until then...

Musically yours,
Holly Golji¢

Reporter, SSS Mita Topalovich

Humility Insists on Preparation — Holy

Thursday

Rushing headlong into a significant moment
without proper preparation usually means you
are going to miss the point! | can’t tell you how
many times I've looked back on a significant
moment in my own life and said “Boy if | knew
then what | know now!” Yep, hindsight’s 20/20.

On this Holy Thursday we will hear the Twelve
Gospels. We will light candles and we will hear
the whole story of the Lord’s Passion and His
life-giving death. We will have the benefit of
hindsight of this whole moment in the saving
Life of our Lord Jesus. But His disciples weren’t
so fortunate, and they needed significant
preparation to face what was ahead of them.
And the Lord obliges, as He always does.

But His method of preparation may seem a little
strange to us. He washes the feet of His
disciples.

Our lesson today encompasses several scenes
from this saving moment, but we will only focus

on one scene, the washing of the disciples feet.
We will focus on John 13:3-17:

When it was evening, he sat at table with the
twelve disciples; Jesus, knowing that the Father
had given all things into his hands, and that he
had come from God and was going to God, rose
from supper, laid aside his garments, and girded
himself with a towel. Then he poured water into
a basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet,
and to wipe them with the towel with which he
was girded. He came to Simon Peter; and Peter
said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” Jesus
answered him, “What | am doing you do not
know now, but afterward you will understand.”
Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my
feet.” Jesus answered him, “If | do not wash
you, you have no part in me.” Simon Peter said
to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my
hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “He
who has bathed does not need to wash, except
for his feet, but he is clean all over; and you are
clean, but not every one of you.” For he knew
who was to betray him; that was why he said,
“You are not all clean.” When he had washed
their feet, and taken his garments, and resumed
his place, he said to them, “Do you know what |
have done to you? You call me Teacher and
Lord; and you are right, for so | am. If | then,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
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you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For |
have given you an example, that you also
should do as | have done to you. Truly, truly, |
say to you, a servant is not greater than his
master; nor is he who is sent greater than he
who sent him. If you know these things, blessed
are you if you do them.

The roads of the Lord’s day were dusty and
usually just dirt. Only the most important roads
or the main roads were stone. That meant that
most people had dirty feet most of the time as
they traveled. In fact, it was mere courtesy to
offer guests a place to wash their feet when
they visited your home for an event. Usually the
lowest slave was tasked with assisting guests to
wash their feet. It was a sign that this slave or
servant was at the bottom of the pecking order
of servants!

But here, the Lord Himself disrobes, wraps a
towel around Himself and gets the basin to
wash the feet of His disciples! Of course dear
Peter, impetuous as always, protests and hears
amazing words: “If | do not wash you, you have
no part in me.” Peter’s tune quickly changes to
“then don’t just wash my feet! Wash my hands
and my head too!” Don’t you just love Peter?

As we contemplate this scene of humility and
love from Christ, we hear life-giving instruction
from Him to us all. This object lesson is meant
to show that if the Incarnate God Himself
stoops to clean the feet of His disciples, we
must forever banish the notion that leadership
means anything other than service. The Lord
ups the ante of the moment by promising that if
we truly know the truth of this then we are
blessed if we follow through and practice this
kind of servant leadership.

Today, as we step that much closer to the bright
darkness of Holy Friday, as we listen to the 12
Gospels and light the candles one by one,
allowing that “light” to enlighten our hearts,
let’s embrace the hard work of learning the
humility of service to one another and see in
our humility our unity with Jesus Christ. All the
preparation is here for us to enter into Pascha
well and ready. All we need is in the prayers,
the acts, the liturgies of our most life-giving
faith. All we have to do is have the courage to
be humble; to have the strength to appear
weak; to be Orthodox on Purpose.




Understanding Pascha

In recent months I have come to the conclusion that the best place to understand the
significance of Pascha is in a cancer ward, or a hospice for the dying, or by a deathbed. When
one stands in any of these terrible places, one enjoys an immunity from the lies of the

world. For the world tells each one of us that we are a race of immortals, destined never to
die. Surveying our surroundings in these places reveals that this is not so.

Both the cosmetic industry and the funeral industry conspire in their own ways to persuade us
that we will remain young and wrinkle-free forever, and our media cheerfully picks up and
conveys this message. We know, of course, that it is nonsense, but we buy into it anyway. Youth
is celebrated and culturally portrayed as if it is eternal, and the dead are rarely allowed to be
seen. People expire privately in hospital rooms, and then are rushed down to the

morgue. Funeral directors (there are happy exceptions) do their best to anesthetise the
survivors to the horror that is death, and often the corpse is cremated before the funeral (now
renamed the “celebration of life”). Often in of these services, the corpse is not present, and if it
is, the casket is usually closed. Our forefathers chanted, “In the midst of life we are in death”
(the line is from the grave-side service in the Anglican prayerbook), but no longer. In the midst
of life we now rarely encounter death. In the old days, people died at home, and were prepared
for burial by their loving and grieving family. Now we have people for that.

All of this culture of denial falls away from us when we survey our surroundings in cancer ward,
hospice, or by the deathbed. Whether or not we die of cancer, all of us will die. It reminds me of
the old children’s riddling rhyme: “Doctor, doctor, will I die? Yes, my child, and so will I.” Our
cultural denial notwithstanding, we are not a race of immortals, and all of us will one day lie
upon our deathbeds. As a priest, I have stood by a few of them. And then one realizes afresh
what Pascha really means.

Pascha is not simply a liturgical feast, something celebrating the end of a rigorous Great

Lent. And it is not simply the happy historical ending to our Lord’s life, an appendix added after
the crucifixion saying, “And they all lived happily ever after”. Pascha is God’s promise that the
moment of pain we endure by the deathbed is not the final word. For now we must be
submerged in the horror and obscenity of death, but God’s plan is indeed for us to be a race of
immortals, and one day this plan will be fulfilled. Hurtling down the years to our deathbed is
not a journey to oblivion but to joy. When death’s cold hand finally closes our eyes, we will open
them in paradise, and after our body returns to the dust from which it was taken, it will one day
arise and be raised and transformed. Pascha is not simply about Christ’s happy ending, but
about ours.

If one disbelieves in Christ and Pascha, then our cultural of denial of death makes good

sense. We can’t do anything about the fearful fate which awaits us, so why think about it? Eat,
drink, be merry, and watch television. But if what the Church says about Christ and Pascha is
true, we don’t need the lies or the denial. We can look death in its fearful face and smile and say
with St. Paul, “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” Death may prowl
the cancer ward or the hospice and may roar at us as we lie on our deathbed, but it will be gone
soon enough. Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in
the tombs bestowing life.
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“Christ’s Ascension to Heaven is Also Our Ascension to Heaven”

What is the purpose of this feast and what is its meaning? Why all this salvific

dispensation?

METROPOLITAN EPHREM (KYRIAKOS)

This sermon was originally given at the Monastery of St. Jacob the Persian in Deddeh on June 2, 2011. The Arabic original can be
found here.

In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, amen.

On this day we celebrate the Ascension of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ from earth
to heaven in his glorified body. You have heard about the event of the Ascension from the
Evangelist Luke and from the Acts of the Apostles, which Luke also wrote. In Luke, the event is
tied to the Resurrection, while in the Acts of the Apostles it comes forty days after the feast of
the Resurrection!

In Luke, Christ appears to the disciples risen from the dead after a discussion of how is body is
of flesh and blood, but this body that is risen from the dead is separated from them. He leaves
the earth after fulfilling his dispensation of salvation. He goes to heaven, upwards, and the
disciples return to Jerusalem, as the Gospel says, with great joy. After that, they began to meet
in the temple, praising and glorifying the Lord.

What is the purpose of this feast and what is its meaning? Why all this salvific dispensation? The
Lord achieved in himself what he wants us to achieve in ourselves. The Fathers say that Christ’s
ascension to heaven is also our ascension to heaven. In his letter to the Philippians, the Apostle
Paul clearly says that our true homeland is in heaven with Jesus Christ, who is glorified unto the
ages. Our life on this earth is a passing prelude to true, eternal life.

This is the meaning of the Feast of the Ascension. We are called to grow toward the true
homeland, which is heaven, that is the Kingdom! Here we live by the Holy Spirit, whom the
Church considers to be the pledge of eternal life. This is the meaning of the monastic life.
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Why did the monastic life arise? Because the monk always gazes toward his true homeland, to
this angelic kingdom which awaits him while he is on earth. He suffers, but he also rejoices that
the Spirit of God is within him, the Holy Spirit. He rejoices in having received this pledge from
now on. As the Holy Fathers say, we now live in our heavenly homeland. We taste this country
ahead of time. We have a foretaste and we wait patiently to go where the Lord Jesus went in
glory and sat at the right hand of the Father. And we will live with him forever, amen.
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