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From your priest’s desk 
 

I hope everyone is having a great summer and 

enjoying the weather although it is a bit hotter. 

Wishing you a great 4th of July and 250th 

birthday of our Nation!  

During the summer, many of us will take a 

vacation with families and kind of disconnect 

from work and daily routine. This is fine as long 

as we don’t disconnect ourselves from being 

Orthodox Christians and neglect the importance 

of living a life of prayer, fasting and attending 

worship. Let us always keep in mind to pray 

daily and no matter where we are, prayers are 

central to our Christian life. 

 

St George Church Centennial will be in 2028. 

The preparations have already begun and at our 

last annual assembly we created the Centennial 

Committee, and soon we will have our first 

meeting. Those of you whose parents or 

grandparents and/or even further back who came 

from the Old Country and were the original 

members of St George Church, please start 

going through your old pictures and other 

memorabilia and see if you have pictures of your 

family members, wedding pictures from the old 

church and even before when they attended the 

St Nicholas Russian Church, today St Nicholas 

OCA. Also, I ask you to write down the family 

history you learned from your grandparents. 

Where they lived, worked, how many children 

they had, where they married and baptized, and 

what the Church and its life meant for them. 

Please include the neighborhood in which you 

grew up and your Serb neighbors. 

Thank you in advance and please send or bring 

the old pictures and your family history to me.  

 

Church school will start in September. We are in 

need of more teachers and especially subs who 

will help and teach when the teachers are unable 

to be here. It is a significant ministry and we 

need your help! 

 

Saturday, July 18 will be another St Mardarije 

celebration at St Sava Monastery in Libertyville. 

Hierarchal Liturgy at 9:30 am and Program, 

lunch at the picnic area and fellowship. Plan to 

spend a delightful day in Libertyville. The 

highlight is to venerate the relics of St 

Mardarije, the first Serb Orthodox Bishop on 

this Continent.  

 

Our church Serb/fest or picnic is on Sunday, 

August 2nd at St Joseph Park in Joliet. It will be 

a day full of fun and fellowship.  

 

 

 

 

President’s Report – June, 2026 

Happy 250th America and all of our parishioners and friends of St. George! 

Summer is a time for fun, especially this year with the US’ Semi quincentennial. It is also a 



 

 

time to get outside and enjoy all that nature has to offer and that God has created. 

Whether it be a long-planned visit to a wonder of the world like the Grand Canyon or just 

simply enjoying a puffy cloud moving across the sky as you watch while lying on the grass in 

a nearby park, we should all marvel at all that God has made. 

And while there is time to relax and enjoy these moments, we can never stop doing God’s 

work. That includes this coming August’s SerbFest, which is the church’s biggest 

fundraiser of the year. As always, we hope you can take part in the event on August 2 at St. 

Joe’s Park in multiple ways. First and foremost, by attending the event and enjoying the 

many Serbian dishes and desserts that will be on display as well as bringing your dance 

shoes to do some kolos during the afternoon. 

Second, we could use all the volunteers we can get. Whether it is for one hour or multiple 

hours, we can use people providing bakery, helping in the bar or kitchen or cleaning up at 

the end of the night. 

Finally, with your monetary support. We came close to hitting the $30,000 mark in net 

profit following last year’s SerbFest, including donations to support the event. Soon 

enough, you will receive a letter in the mail detailing all the ways that you can help at 

SerbFest as well as how you can make a donation for the event. If you can, please help in 

any way that you feel comfortable. 

Every year, our parishioners and friends are always so generous with their time, talents and 

treasures to our church. This was evident throughout the first half of the year with both the 

Christmas and Easter celebrations as well as our church slava. For each of these events, 

we had many volunteers that stepped up to help and even more people that were so very 

generous with their donations commemorating these important days. Let’s continue that 

spirit during the second half of the year. 

Remember, everything that we do is for the glory of God and to maintain our Serbian 

traditions and enhance our St. George colony! I look forward to seeing everyone on August 

2 to celebrate our Serbian heritage. 

Happy Fourth of July to all, 

Dave Laketa 

 

 



 

 

St. George Kolo News 

Summer 2026 

 

We sincerely thank all the sisters, parishioners, and Kolo members who purchased flowers for 

Christ’s tomb and the church and also dyed eggs. Vespers were held on March 22 nd and would 

like to thank all who cooked, baked desserts and helped with the cleanup. Your support was 

greatly appreciated. 

Kolo will make pitas for the annual church picnic on August 2 nd . Members will receive an 

email 

with the date and time. 

Kolo Slava – 8/30/26 

Kolo Slava will be held on Sunday, August 30th in the lower level of the hall. Everyone is invited 

to attend. 

3 Kolo Lifeline Fundraiser – 9/13/26 

The annual fundraiser benefiting Lifeline Humanitarian Organization will be held on Sunday, 

September 13 at St. Archangel Michael Social Center in Lansing. The event is sponsored by the 

three Kolos: St. George Joliet Kolo, Lansing Knjeginja Zorka Kolo, and Lansing Church Kolo. 

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend as we support those most vulnerable in Serbia, 

Metohija, Kosovo, and Republika Srpska. Our Kolo will be receiving raffle tickets to sell. We are 

also asked to provide raffle baskets and pastries for the event. 

We extend our heartfelt condolences to Dollie Book, Peter Grubisich, and their family on the 

passing of their sister, +Sophie Chuk. May her memory be eternal. 

 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------  

ST GEORGE EXECUTIVE CHURCH SCHOOL BOARD 

SUMMER 2026 

We hope everyone is having a blessed summer. With gratitude to God, we are happy to share the 

following updates on the life of our parish. 

PAST EVENTS 

Lenten Vespers – This year, St. George hosted Southern Chicago Deanery Lenten Vespers on 

March 22. The attendance was greater than we could have expected, and it was a blessing to 

worship together with so many Orthodox faithful from the Chicagoland area and northern 

Indiana. 



 

 

We encourage everyone to attend as many of the Deanery Lenten Vespers services as possible 

next year. These services are a beautiful opportunity for prayer, reflection, and fellowship during 

Great Lent. 

Many thanks to Olga Blagojevic and her helpers for preparing and serving a wonderful meal at 

our Social Center following the service. 

Pascha – It was a joy to see so many parishioners, families, and friends in attendance for our 

Holy Week and Pascha services. Thank you to everyone who brought flowers to decorate 

Christ’s Tomb, donated eggs, and generously supported our parish during this holy season. 

Church Slava – Our Church Slava was held in May, and the Church Board extends heartfelt 

thanks to everyone who helped plan, prepare, and carry out this special celebration. We are also 

grateful to all our parishioners who attended and supported the event with their presence and 

generosity. Much appreciation to Olga Blagojevic and her crew for preparing our meal. We 

would also like to acknowledge the many people who have stayed after recent parish functions to 

help with cleanup. Your willingness to share the work is greatly appreciated. 

CHURCH IMPROVEMENTS 

Several improvements have been made around the church property this spring. Mulch and rocks 

were added around the front side of the Social Center to help address runoff issues we have been 

experiencing. Mulch was also ordered and spread around the church property by several of our 

parishioners. Thank you to everyone who stepped forward to help beautify and care for our 

parish grounds. 

DONATIONS 

The Church Board approved the following Paschal donations: 

$500 to the St Mardarije Spiritual and Cultural Center in Libertyville, IL. 

$500 to the Nativity of the Mother of God Monastery in New Carlisle, IN. 

MEMBER NEWS 

With great joy, we celebrate the baptisms of Chase Dobslaw, Max Rodriquez, Sam Rodriquez 

and Mitchell Romero, who have been received into the Orthodox Faith. We welcome them and 

are grateful to have them as part of our parish community. 

WAYS TO DONATE TO ST GEORGE 

Our parish is blessed with many members who have talents, skills, professional trades, and areas 

of expertise. From time to time, projects arise around the church where this knowledge and 

experience may be helpful. 

If you have a skill or trade you would be willing to offer or discuss for future parish needs, 



 

 

please let Father Aleks know. Your willingness to serve is a blessing to our parish. 

SERBFEST 

Our annual church fundraiser, SerbFest, will be held at St. Joe’s Park, 700 Theodore Street in 

Joliet, on Sunday, August 2, from noon to 9:00 p.m. 

This is our biggest fundraiser of the year, and we need everyone’s help to make it successful. The 

success of SerbFest depends on the time, effort, and support of our parish family. Volunteers are 

needed throughout the day in many areas, including grilling, kitchen work, bar service, bakery 

sales, ticket sales, and cleanup during and after the event. 

Please consider offering a portion of your day to help. Your time and support are essential and 

deeply appreciated. 

David Laketa is once again serving as chairperson. To volunteer, please contact David at 815- 

263-3842 or dlaketa@stfrancis.edu. 

Baked Goods Needed For SerbFest!!! 

Once again, we will be selling baked goods and pastries at SerbFest. The bakery area is an 

important part of our fundraiser and is always successful thanks to the many talented bakers in 

our parish. We are seeking donations of homemade baked goods and pastries, especially 

traditional and ethnic favorites. Examples include potica, cookies, cakes, breads, pies, and other 

non-refrigerated items. 

Baked goods may be dropped off on Saturday, August 1, in the lower level of the hall between 

9:00 and 11:00 a.m. Items will be sliced, packaged, and uniformly priced for sale the next day. 

If your baked goods contain nuts, please clearly mark that on the packaging, as many people 

have nut allergies. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 July 18 - St Mardarije Day in Libertyville 

 August 2 - SerbFest at St Joe’s Park in Joliet 

 September 13 – 3Kolo Fundraiser for Lifeline Humanitarian Organization at St. Archangel Michael 

Church in Lansing, IL 

Reminder: Sunday Divine Liturgy will begin at 9:00 a.m. through Labor Day. 

Beginning September 13, Divine Liturgy will return to 10:00 a.m. 

 



 

 

 

 

The Life of Saint Elijah: who was he, what is he known for 

The Prophet Elijah, who lived in the 9th 

century BC, is one of the key figures of the 

Old Testament. He was born in the village of 

Teshvia in Gilead (now northwest Jordan). 

The prophet's name, meaning "God is my 

Lord," became a reflection of his mission.: 

to affirm faith in one God in an era when the 

people of Israel were inclined to paganism. 

Thus, Elijah is known for his 

uncompromising struggle against idolatry, 

especially the cult of Baal, which was 

patronized by Queen Jezebel. 

"Then the angel of the Lord said to Elijah 

the Tishbite, 'Arise, go to meet the 

messengers from the king of Samaria and 

say to them, 'Is there no God in Israel, why 

are you going to inquire of Beelzebub, the 

god of Ekron?'" the Old Testament says. 

Elijah also became famous as a miracle 

worker. His life was full of divine signs: he 

predicted a drought, caused rain in the heat, 

brought down fire from heaven, raised the 

dead and even ascended to heaven. These 

events made him a symbol of divine power 

and justice. The image of Elijah has become 

the archetype of a prophet who speaks the 

truth despite threats. 

In the folk, still pagan, tradition, Elijah is 

associated with thunder and lightning, 

since, according to legend, he controls the 

heavenly elements. On his memorial day, 

August 2, in some regions of Russia, the 

custom still persists not to swim in 

reservoirs, believing that "Elijah will muddy 

the water." 

The Miracles of the Prophet Elijah 

Elijah's miracles are not only manifestations 

of divine power, but also evidence of his 

special connection with God. The most 

famous of them are described in the Bible. 

One of the miracles is the drought caused by 

Elijah as punishment for the apostasy of the 

people from the faith. He prayed that the 

rain would stop and heaven would "lock up" 

for three years. After that, in a confrontation 

with the priests of Baal on Mount Carmel, 

Elijah called fire from heaven, proving the 

superiority of the God of Israel over the 

pagan god, and then prayer brought back 

the rain. 

Another miracle is the resurrection. In the 

city of Sarepta, Elijah revived the son of a 

widow, with whom he lived during a 

drought. 

"And he said to her, 'Give me your son.' And 

he took him from her arms, and carried him 

into the upper room where he dwelt, and 

laid him on his bed, and called upon the 

Lord, and said: "Oh my God! Will You do 

evil to the widow with whom I am staying by 

killing her son?" And prostrating himself 

over the boy three times, he called out to the 



 

 

Lord and said: "Oh my God! May the soul of 

this boy return to him!" And the Lord heard 

the voice of Elijah, and the soul of this boy 

returned to him, and he revived," the Bible 

says. 

During the drought, crows brought Elijah 

bread and meat, and an angel brought 

tortillas and water. 

But the most famous miracle is the 

ascension of Elijah alive on a chariot of 

fire. "The Lord himself was willing to take 

Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind." This 

event made the prophet, along with Enoch, 

one of the two Old Testament saints who did 

not die, but were taken alive by God. This 

miracle strengthened faith in his special 

mission and connection with the Lord. 

Why Elijah is called a prophet: 

what he predicted 

Elijah received the title of prophet due to his 

gift of foresight and ability to convey the will 

of God. His prophecies concerned both the 

immediate events and the distant future of 

Israel. 

Elijah predicted a drought as punishment 

for worshipping Baal. His words were 

fulfilled, which confirmed the prophetic gift. 

In addition, he predicted the death of King 

Ahab and his wife Jezebel for their 

sins. These prophecies came true: Ahab died 

in battle, and Jezebel was thrown from the 

tower. 

In the Jewish tradition, Elijah is considered 

the forerunner of the Messiah. According to 

the book of Malachi, Elijah will return 

before the "Lord's day" to reconcile people 

with God. In Christianity, this prophecy is 

associated with John the Baptist, called 

Jesus "Elijah, who must come." 

Elijah's predictions reinforced faith in God's 

justice and future salvation. 

How and where to read about 

Saint Elijah in the Bible 

The Prophet Elijah is mentioned in both the 

Old and New Testaments. 

The life and deeds of Elijah are described in 

detail in the first part of the Bible — the Old 

Testament, in the Third and Fourth Books 

of Kings. 

In the Third Book of Kings, the life of Elijah 

is given in chapters 17-19. They tell about 

the miracles and prophecies of Elijah, for 

example, the prediction of a drought, the 

confrontation with the priests of Baal on 

Mount Carmel and the "return" of the rain. 

"Elijah from the city of Tishbe in Gilead said 

to Ahab, 'As surely as the Lord, the God of 

Israel, whom I serve, lives, there will be no 

dew or rain here for several years. It will 

rain only if I command it," says the 17th 

chapter of the Third Book of Kings. 

In the Fourth Book of Kings, Elijah is 

mentioned in chapters 1-3, which describe 

the ascension of the prophet in a chariot of 

fire and the transfer of his mission to the 

prophet Elisha. 

"While the Lord was about to take Elijah up 

to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 

were coming from Gilgal. And Elijah said to 

Elisha, "Stay here, for the Lord has sent me 

to Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the Lord 

lives, and as your soul lives! I will not leave 

you," says the second chapter. 

In the New Testament, Elijah is mentioned 

in the context of Messianic 

expectations. For example, in the Gospel of 

Matthew, Elijah appears with Moses during 

the Transfiguration of the Lord, which 

emphasizes his role as the forerunner of the 

Messiah. In the Gospel of Luke, John the 

Baptist is compared to Elijah in spirit and 

power. 

 



 

 

 
Feast of Transfiguration     August 6/19 
 

 
 
The Transfiguration of Christ is one of the central events recorded in the gospels. Immediately 
after the Lord was recognized by his apostles as “the Christ [Messiah], the Son of the Living God,” 
he told them that “he must go up to Jerusalem and suffer many things ... and be killed and on the 
third day be raised” (Mt 16). The announcement of Christ’s approaching passion and death was 
met with indignation by the disciples. And then, after rebuking them, the Lord took Peter, James, 
and John “up to a high mountain”—by tradition Mount Tabor—and was “transfigured before 
them.” 

... and his face shone like the sun, and his garments became white as snow and behold, there 
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is well that 
we are here; if you wish I will make three booths here, one for you and one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.” He was still speaking when lo, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the 
cloud said, “This is my Beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” When the 
disciples heard this, they fell on their faces with awe. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 
“Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. And 
as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until 
the Son of Man is raised from the dead” (Mt 17:1-92, see also Mk 9:1-9; Lk 9:28-36; 2 Peter 1:16-
18). 

The Jewish Festival of Booths was a feast of the dwelling of God with men, and the transfiguration 
of Christ reveals how this dwelling takes place in and through the Messiah, the Son of God in 
human flesh. There is little doubt that Christ’s transfiguration took place at the time of the Festival 
of Booths, and that the celebration of the event in the Christian Church became the New 
Testamental fulfillment of the Old Testamental feast in a way similar to the feasts of Passover and 
Pentecost 
In the Transfiguration, the apostles see the glory of the Kingdom of God present in majesty in the 
person of Christ They see that in him, indeed, all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,” that 
“in him the whole fulness of deity dwells bodily” (Col 1:19, 2:9). They see this before the crucifixion 
so that in the resurrection they might know who it is who has suffered for them, and what it is that 



 

 

this one, who is God, has prepared for those who love him. This is what the Church celebrates in 
the feast of the Transfiguration. 

Thou wast transfigured on the mount. O Christ God, revealing Thy glory to Thy disciples as they 
could bear it. Let Thine everlasting light shine upon us sinners. Through the prayers of the 
Theotokos, O Giver of Light, glory to Thee (Troparion). 
On the mountain wast Thou transfigured, O Christ God, and Thy disciples beheld Thy glory as far 
as they could see it; so that when they would behold Thee crucified, they would understand that 
Thy suffering was voluntary, and would proclaim to the world that Thou art truly the Radiance 
of the Father (Kontakion). 

Besides the fundamental meaning which the event of the Transfiguration has in the context of the 
life and mission of Christ, and in addition to the theme of the glory of God which is revealed in all 
of its divine splendor in the face of the Saviour, the presence of Moses and Elijah is also of great 
significance for the understanding and celebration of the feast. Many of the hymns refer to these 
two leading figures of the Old Covenant as do the three scripture readings of Vespers which tell of 
the manifestation of the glory of God to these holy men of old (Ex 24:12-18; 33:11-34:8; 1 Kings 
19:3-16). 
Moses and Elijah, according to the liturgical verses, are not only the greatest figures of the Old 
Testament who now come to worship the Son of God in glory, they also are not merely two of the 
holy men to whom God has revealed himself in the prefigurative theophanies of the Old Covenant 
of Israel. These two figures actually stand for the Old Testament itself: Moses for the Law 
and Elijah for the Prophets. And Christ is the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets (Mt 5:17). 
They also stand for the living and dead, for Moses died and his burial place is known, while Elijah 
was taken alive into heaven in order to appear again to announce the time of God’s salvation in 
Christ the Messiah. Thus, in appearing with Jesus on the mount of Transfiguration, Moses and 
Elijah show that the Messiah Saviour is here, and that he is the Son of God to whom the Father 
himself bears witness, the Lord of all creation, of the Old and New Testaments, of the living and 
the dead. The Transfiguration of Christ in itself is the fulfillment of all of the theophanies and 
manifestations of God, a fulfillment made perfect and complete in the person of Christ. The 
Transfiguration of Christ reveals to us our ultimate destiny as Christians, the ultimate destiny of 
all men and all creation to be transformed and glorified by the majestic splendor of God himself. 
There is little doubt that the feast of the Transfiguration of Christ belonged first to the pre Easter 
season of the Church. It was perhaps celebrated on one of the Sundays of Lent, for besides certain 
historical evidence and the fact that today Saint Gregory Palamas, the great teacher of the 
Transfiguration of Christ, is commemorated during Lent, the event itself is one which is definitely 
connected with the approaching death and resurrection of the Saviour. 

... for when they would behold Thee crucified, they would understand that Thy suffering was 
voluntary (Kontakion). 

The feast of the Transfiguration is presently celebrated on the sixth of August, probably for some 
historical reason. The summer celebration of the feast, however, has lent itself very well to the 
theme of transfiguration. The blessing of grapes, as well as other fruits and vegetables on this day 
is the most beautiful and adequate sign of the final transfiguration of all things in Christ. It 
signifies the ultimate flowering and fruitfulness of all creation in the paradise of God’s unending 
Kingdom of Life where all will he transformed by the glory of the Lord. 



 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Hope everyone is enjoying their summer thus far! 

Svadba, svadba, svadba, Hey! 

 Congratulations to Mitas singers Fr. Aleks, Po. Gordana, and Kristijana Bugarin, and the 

entire Bugarin family, on the marriage of their daughter/sister, Jelena Bugarin and Dimitri 

Zografi in April! What a beautiful ceremony at Gračanica Monastery with Metropolitan 

Longin presiding! 

 Congratulations to Mitas singers Rebecca Prieboy, Eliya and Abriya Prieboy, and 

Matthew Prieboy and the entire Prieboy (and Jovanovich) family on the recent wedding 

of former Mitas singer, Theodore Prieboy and Kenna Roberts! Although Theodore and 

Kenna live in the Washington DC area, and Kenna’s family is from Texas, they came to 

Joliet for their wedding and festivities! 

We all join together to wish both couples a long and healthy life together filled with many 

blessings from God! 

Mitas will be meeting soon to discuss future activities and events. We are looking forward to 

continuing to become more active for the rest of this year and in 2027! God willing, we will 

participate in some concert weekends this fall as well as the 2027 Serbian Singing Federation 

(SSF) Choir Festival in Milwaukee, Wisconsin! 

As always, Mitas welcomes all interested singers! Looking ahead to the Church’s centennial in 

a couple of short years, it would be quite a blessing to have 50+ singers perform for this grand 

anniversary! Expand your Church family by singing in the choir! Come to the choir loft and we 

would be happy to get you started on your Serbian choir endeavors! 

Looking forward to a safe and joyful summer. 

Musically yours, 

Holly Goljić 

Reporter, SSS Mita Topalovich 



 

 

Dormition Fast Resource Guide 

The Dormition Fast is the final fasting season in the Liturgical year. It is one of the four canonical 

fasting periods of the Orthodox Church year. The duration of the Dormition Fast is always August 

14-27, concluding on the Great Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos (August 28th).  

As we recognize this significant shift in our liturgical calendar, I wanted to provide resources and 

ideas in this guide to help guide you and your families. May this be a fruitful season for us all! 

What is the Dormition?  

It is the falling-asleep of Mary, and translation into life which is celebrated on August 28th. In 

preparation for this great feast of the Mother of God, we observe a two-week period of fasting from 

August 14-27. 

So why do we fast before Dormition?  

I love this analogy: In a close-knit family, news that its matriarch is on her deathbed brings normal 

life to a halt. Otherwise important things (parties, TV, luxuries, games,  phones, personal desires) 

become unimportant; life comes to revolve around the dying matriarch. It is the same with the 

Orthodox family; word that our matriarch is on her deathbed, should have a similar affect on us. 

We fast, not to get what we want, but to prepare ourselves to receive what God wants to give us. 

Fasting is intended to bring us to the realization of “the one thing needful.” It is to help us put God 

first and our own desires second, if not last. It also serves to prepare us to be instruments of God’s 

will, as with Moses in his flight from Egypt and on Mt. Sinai, as well as our Lord’s fast in the 

wilderness. Fasting turns us away from ourselves and toward God. It helps us become more like 

the Theotokos, an obedient servant of God, who heard His word and kept it better than anyone 

else has or could. 

--------------------  

Dormition – Velika Gospojina August 28 

The Feast of the Dormition of Our Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary is 

celebrated on August 28 each year. The Feast commemorates the repose (dormition and in the 

https://www.asceticlifeofmotherhood.com/blog/dormitionguide


 

 

Greek kimisis) or "falling-asleep" of the Mother of Jesus Christ, our Lord. The Feast also 

commemorates the translation or assumption into heaven of the body of the Theotokos. 

The Holy Scriptures tell us that when our Lord was dying on the Cross, He saw His mother and 

His disciple John and said to the Virgin Mary, "Woman, behold your son!" and to John, "Behold 

your mother!" (John 19:25-27). From that hour, the Apostle took care of the Theotokos in his 

own home. 

Along with the biblical reference in Acts 1:14 that confirms that the Virgin Mary was with the 

Holy Apostles on the day of Pentecost, the tradition of the Church holds that she remained in 

the home of the Apostle John in Jerusalem, continuing a ministry in word and deed. 

At the time of her death, the disciples of our Lord who were preaching throughout the world 

returned to Jerusalem to see the Theotokos. Except for the Apostle Thomas, all of them 

including the Apostle Paul were gathered together at her bedside. At the moment of her death, 

Jesus Christ himself descended and carried her soul into heaven. 

Following her repose, the body of the Theotokos was taken in procession and laid in a tomb near 

the Garden of Gethsemane. When the Apostle Thomas arrived three days after her repose and 

desired to see her body, the tomb was found to be empty. The bodily assumption of the 

Theotokos was confirmed by the message of an angel and by her appearance to the Apostles. 

The Icon of the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos shows her on her deathbed surrounded 

by the Apostles. Christ is standing in the center looking at His mother. He is holding a small 

child clothed in white representing the soul of the Virgin Mary. With His golden garments, the 

angels above His head, and the mandorla surrounding Him, Christ is depicted in His divine 

glory. 

together with the Apostles are several bishops and women. The bishops traditionally 

represented are James, the brother of the Lord, Timothy, Heirotheus, and Dionysius the 

Areopagite. They are shown wearing episcopal vestments. The women are members of the 

church in Jerusalem. 

In front of the bed of the Theotokos is a candle that helps to form a central axis in the icon. 

Above the candle is the body of the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary. Standing over His mother 

is Christ holding her most pure soul. Above Christ the gates of heaven stand open, ready to 

receive the Mother of God. 

This great Feast of the Church and the icon celebrates a fundamental teaching of our faith—

the Resurrection of the body. In the case of the Theotokos, this has been accomplished by the 

divine will of God. Thus, this Feast is a feast of hope, hope in Resurrection and life eternal. Like 

those who gathered around the body of the Virgin Mary, we gather around our departed loved 

ones and commend their souls into the hands of Christ. As we remember those who have 

reposed in the faith before us and have passed on into the communion of the Saints, we prepare 

ourselves to one day be received into the new life of the age to come. 

We also affirm through this Feast as we journey toward our heavenly abode that the Mother of 

God intercedes for us. Through Christ she has become the mother of all of the children of God, 

embracing us with divine love. 

 



 

 

Church School Program of St George 
Hope everyone is enjoying their summer! 

Church School for the 1926-1927 year will begin on Sunday, September 13th. Starting time will be after 

Communion when all students will go to their respective class rooms. 

Classes will be the following: Pre-school & Kindergarten, First-Second, Third-Fifth and Sixth-Twelfth. We 

need more teachers and subs. If you can help this ministry, please let Fr Aleksandar know. 

Registration forms will be available and parents, please remember to register your child/children. 

If any one has questions/concerns, please contact either Father Aleksandar or me.  I can be reached either 

via email, gshimek47@Ol.com or call me, (815)258-6910. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer! 

Gayle Shimek 

Superintendent 
 

 

St George Day 2026 

 

$555 

Susan Kljaich 

$500 

Michael & Nancy Cora 

Steven Malinovich 

Brane Planojevic & family 

$200 

Anonymous 

Annette O’Leary 

Millie O’Leary 

Millie & Phil Rowe 

Danielle Serdar 

Gayle Shimek 

$150 

Mirko Barbir & Family 

Fr Aleksandar Bugarin & Family 

Bill & Marty Seemann 

$120 

Sasa Timotijevic 

$100 

Anonymous 

Dan & Vicki Petrich Dorsey 

Don & Diane Grubisich 

Nick & Helen Malinovich 

Matthew Moses 

Milorad Stamenkovich & Family 

Olga Schumann 

Milan & Val Vranjes 

$75 

Radan Pljevaljcic 

$70 

Steva & Draginja Lukin 

$50 

David Dauer 



 

 

Samantha Dauer 

Dawn Huss 

Verica Kovacevic 

Anka Laketa 

Pat Mancke 

Chris & Natalie McDonough 

Tana Petrich & Alan Miller 

Ernie & Mary Ann Pinne 

Roger & Reenie Trizina 

$40 

Chris Satorius & Danica Kovacevic 

$30 

Anonymous 

$20 

Pete Grubisich 

Darlene Jovanovich 

Scott Lockwood 

Sinisa & Lakesha Ninic 

$10 

Nadine Paukstys 

 

 

St George Serbian Orthodox 

Church 

2026 Paschal Offerings 

 

$2,500 

Joel Orlovich 

$1,000 

Susan Kljaich 

Nick & Helen Malinovich 

$600 

Michael & Nancy Cora 

Nadine O’Leary & Josh Potts 

$500 

John & Bonnie Dauer 

Anne Krajnovich & Christopher James 

Connie & Jerry Kinney 

Steven Malinovich 

Pete &amp; Kathy Petkovich 

Brane Planojevic & family 

Sam & Alexandra Starcevich 

Roger & Reenie Trizna 

St George Cultural Club 

Karen Zaloudek 

Midred Zaloudek 

$360 

Zorka Grezlovski 

$350 

Matthew Moses 

$300 

Annette O’Leary 

Millie O’Leary 

Marty & Bill Seemann 

Gayle Shimek 

$250 

Nadine & Michael Keer 

Milorad Stamenkovich Family 

St George Circle of Serbian Sisters 

$200 

David Dauer 

Samantha Dauer 

Dan & Vicki Dorsey 

Dan & Radoica Kilgore 

Daniel Kovacevich 

Anka Laketa 



 

 

Scott Lockwood 

Phillip & Millie Rowe 

Danielle Serdar 

Mita Topalovich Choir 

$150 

Mirko Barbir & Family 

Steva & Draginja Lukin 

Christina & Craig Vercelote 

$100 

Jack & Christine Book, Jr 

Fr Aleks Bugarin and Family 

Dusan & Milenka Cvetkovic 

Olga & David Deschamps 

Chase Dobshaw 

Ryan & Mirjana Dorsey 

Sasha & Krista Dumanovic 

Zoe Evans 

Bosa & David Goodale 

Don & Diane Grubisich 

Peter Grubisich 

Dragan & Snezana Ivancevic 

Nancy Jovanovich 

Darlene Jovanovich 

Robert Kovacevich 

Pat Mancke 

Kristopher & Natalie McDonough 

Miroljub & Olivera Miletic 

Ron Moses 

Bob Orlovich 

Nadine & Vyt Paukstys 

Michael & Stacie Petkovich 

Tana Petrich & Alan Miller 

Ernie & Mary Ann Pinne 

Becky Prieboy 

Tom & Susan Roach 

Olga Schumann 

Ilija & Nada Trbojevic 

Paula Waller 

Dan & Nada Zubic & Family 

$96.62 

Magdelin Enich, in Memory of +George & 

+Janice Enich 

$75 

Radan & Maja Pljevaljcic 

$65 

Zander Petrusich 

$60 

Nikola Radojkovic & Family 

$55 

Steven Mihajlovich 

$50 

Anonymous 

Rajko & Radenka Arsenovic 

Jandrija Bjelobaba 

Jack and Dollie Book 

Jelena Bugarin & Dimitri Zografi 

Cecelia Marcetich 

Vida Savic 

Kirk Stapinski 

Stojan Stojanovic Family 

Alexander & Liljana Vukojev 

Pat & Bill Zakavec 

$45 

David & Nada Lazic 

$40 

Zachery Knuth & Family 



 

 

Sinisa & Lakesha Ninic 

$30 

Edythe Miller 

Aya & Zoran Arsenovic 

$25 

Bosko & Zorica Blagojevic 

$20 

Stevan Bugarin 

Philip Mamlic 

Stevan & Nicole Petkovich 

Max Rodriguez 

$10 

Hailee & Jacob Prieto 

 

 

St George Serbian Orthodox 
Church 

2025 Stewardship Report 

 

$25,001 - $25,500 

Anonymous 

$7,001 - $7,500 

Tom &amp; Susan Roach 

$6,000 - $6,500 

Anonymous 

$5,001-$5,500 

Susan Kljaich 

Gayle Shimek 

$3,501 - $4,000 

Paul & Nancy Laketa 

Nick & Helen Malinovich 

Steve Malinovich 

+Josephine Orlovich 

$3,001 - $3,500 

Michael & Nancy Cora 

Natalie & Kristopher McDonough 

Tana J. Petrich & Alan Miller 

Sam & Alexandra Starcevich 

$2,501 - $3,000 

Anonymous 

Pete & Kathy Petkovich 

$2,001 - $2,500 

Mildred O’Leary 

Nadine O’Leary & Josh Potts 

Olga Schumann 

Martha & William Seemann 

Danielle Serdar and Dan Trampel 

$1,501 - $2,000 

Annette O’Leary 

William & Martha Seemann 

Reenie & Roger Trizna 

Mildred Zaloudek 

$1,001 - $1,500 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

+Roseanne Angelovich 

Robert Bjekich 

Jack & Christina Book, Jr. 

Fr Aleksandar & Protinica Gordana Bugarin 

Daniel & Vicki Dorsey 

Don & Diane Grubisich 

Anka Laketa 

Scott Lockwood 

Pat Mancke 

Philip & Mildred Rowe 



 

 

Milorad & Deborah Stamenkovich 

Milan & Vladinka Vranjes 

Karen Zaloudek 

$501 - $1,000 

Anonymous 

Sue Condon 

Ertan & Michelle Efatoski 

Erin & Joseph Eric 

David & Bosa Goodale 

Peter Grubisich 

William & Kathy Harper 

Michelle & Peter Honiotes 

Radoica & Dan Kilgore 

Gerald & Connie Kinney 

Edythe Miller 

Sinisa & Lakesha Ninic 

Robert Orlovich 

Paula & Jon Waller 

William & Pat Zakavec 

$300 - $500 

Bosko & Zorica Blagojevic 

Pero & Olga Blagojevic 

Justin & Nina Brkich 

Michelle Burcenski 

Sandy Burcenski 

David & Joyce Cora 

Milan & Nevenka Cukic 

David Dauer 

Samantha Dauer 

Olga & David Deschamps 

Danilo & Connor Dorsey 

Ryan & Mirjana Dorsey 

Zoe & Zach Evans 

Greg & Karen Grubisich 

Milan & Natalie Ivancevic 

Yvonne & Robert John 

Nancy Jovanovich 

Radovan & Darlene Jovanovich 

Zakk Kocoj 

Christian & Kristina Kourkoumelis 

Philip Mamlic 

Nadine & Vytautus Paukstys 

Michael & Stacy Petkovich 

Stevan & Nicole Petkovich 

Rebecca Prieboy 

Eliya & Abriya Prieboy 

John Radakovich 

Velibor & Jelena Sajic 

Kirk & Jackie Stapinski 

Simo & Becca Starcevich 

Jovan Suvira 

Novica & Gordana Suvira 

Alexandra & Neal Szypulski 

Craig & Christina Vercelote 

Dan & Nada Zubic 

 

Stewardship received as of December 29, 

2025. If there are any corrections, please 

contact the financial secretary, Tana Petrich 

at tjpetrich@gmail.com . Corrections will 

appear in the next edition of The Serb 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Memorials, Slava & Parastos 

Donations 

March 29, 2026 - June 28, 2026 

 

 

 

 

Memorials 

+Roseanne Angelovich 

$500, given by Nadine O’Leary & Josh Potts 

$300, given by John Angelovich 

$200, given by Steve Malinovich 

$50, given by Annette O’Leary 

+George & +Andree Budimlija 

$300, given by Jeff & Mary Venema 

+Sophie Chuk 

$100, given by Susan Kljaich & Frances 

Juarez 

$100, given by Nick & Helen Malinovich 

$100, given by Ronald Moses 

$50, given by Annette O’Leary 

$50, given by Millie O’Leary 

$50, given by Steve Malinovich 

$50, given by Millie O’Leary 

+Radovan Jovanovich 

$100, given by Koremenos Family 

Charitable Fund 

$50, given by Mary Tebergh 

+Anna Malinovich 

$50, given by Annette O’Leary 

+George Malinovich 

$50, given by Annette O’Leary 

+Genevieve Ostoich 

$500, given by Cynthia Rushing 

+Dan Prieboy & +Radovan 

Jovanovich 

$100, given by Sam & Desa Radowick 

+Raymond Visnevac 

$50, given by Deborah Karabee S-Betts 

$50, given by Annette O’Leary 

$50, given by Millie O’Leary 

$50, given by Nadine O’Leary & Josh Potts 

$50, given by Gary & Shirley Wilson 

Parastos: 

$10    +Dan Prieboy, given by Rebecca 

Prieboy

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PUBLIC INVITED 

Come One… Come All!  Come Early… Stay Late! 

ST. GEORGE SERBFEST 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2026 

Time: 

Noon to 9 pm 

Place: 

  St. Joe’s Park 
700 Theodore Street 

Joliet, IL 

Musical Entertainment provided by: 

Dan Zubic (Serbian Music) – 12-4 pm 

 Midnight – 5-9 pm 

Enjoy Great Food, Drink, Music and Fun 

with your Family and Friends! 

Featuring a variety of food:   
BBQ Lamb, Cevapcici (Serbian Sausage), Pork  

Shish-ka-bobs, Hot Dogs, Nachos and Dessert Specialties! 

INDOOR BINGO – 1 to 5 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


